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HE reaſoſr ee er new 
Edition of. W able tract 


among the many and voluminous 


productions of the Preſs upon reli- 


gious ſubjects is this.— The Editor 
thinks he diſcovers here in a narrow 
compaſs, more plain ſcriptural divi- 
nity, than is frequently met with in 
a large Octavo; a circumſtance 


which muſt recommend it to many, 


who have but little leiſure and leſs 


money to expend upon books, _ 

Nor can he omit mentioning a 
prejudice firſt conceived in it's fa- 
vour, from the following lines writ- 
ten upon a blank leaf of a former 
edition, by a celebrated clergyman, 


whoſe name were it to be made pub- 


lic, would gain readers of every rank. 
There 
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« There is no book I have ſo often 
read as this; it is always on my 
ſtudy-table; it is my Vade Mecum 


in travelling; it is by my bed-fide 
in fickneſs; I can read a little in 


this when I can read no other book <= 
it is the beſt manual for a chriſtian 
and for a miniſter; it furniſhes ex- 
cellent materials for addreſſing con- 
ſcience, and for directing people to 
judge of their ſpiritual ſt ate.“ 1 
Nor are recommendations want 


ing from others. The pious Baxter 


after ſpeaking in the higheſt rerms 


of the Author's acknowledged worth, 
adds, that “ He was much in the 


ſtudy of his own heart by ſtrict ex- 
amination, as his cabinet-papers 
which may come to light make 
known.” It is more than probable 
that the following pages are there 
meant. 
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The truly judicious Rev. Mr. 
Howe was not aſhamed to write a 
Pre fatory epiſtle, which was prefixed 
to the laſt edition of the year 1741, 


by the Rev. and learned D. Wright. 


Extracts from one or two of the 
lively encomiums largely beſtowed in 
that epiſtle may not be unacceptable. 
« Here (ſays Howe) are vivid re- 


preſentations of faith, love and an 


heavenly mind; of humility, meek- 
neſs, ſelf-denial, and entire reſigna- 
tion to the will of God in their firit 
and continued motions.”  _ 
« Here it may be ſeen how an 
heart touched from above, works and 
tends thitherward ; how it depreſſes 
itſelf in humiliation, dilates itſelf in 
love, exalts itſelf in praiſe, ſubmits 
itſelf under chaſtenings; how it 
draws in it's refreſhings and ſuo- 
cours as there is need.” 1 
What is here preſented as it 
may 
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may be of great uſe to all who ſe- 
riouſly defign the chriſtian life, ſo it 
hath a ſpecial uſe for ſuch as de- 


ſign it not, thinking there is no ſuch 


thing.” Again, © You may ſee this 


worthy man conſidered the Goſpel 


as a Goſpel of Salvation, and that he 
not only taught but uſed it accord- 
ingly. How ſolicitous was he to 
ground his hope of eternal life ſub- 
ſtantially and ſtrongly ! How warily 


did he feel his way, and labour to 
underſtand and to know practically 


how he might ſafely appear before 


his Judge.“ 


The method of eflabliſhing our 
peace with God, together with a di- 
rectory to know when it is eſtabliſhed 
being the main {cope of what follows, 
the Editor believes he is ſerving the 
cauſe of religion, while he is attempt- 
ing to render a conciſe and judicious 
work, calculated to promote fo be- 

A 3 nevolent. 
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nevolent a niroofe; 1 known, 


and eaſier to be purchaſed, notwith- 
ſtanding the high price of paper. 
The gloomy apprehenſions which 


ſeem to have crept in among ſome pi- 


ous people concerning the Almighty, 


as though he was an arbitrary Mo- 


narch, rather than their reconciled 
Father « Full of mercy and com- 
aſſion,“ were a further inducement 
to republiſh the valuable little vo- 
lume, which ſeems happily ſuited to 
prevent the growth of miſconcep- 
tions, whereby (Ezekiel chap. 13. v. 
22.) „The hearts of the righteous 
are made ſad, whom God has not 
made ſad ;” whereby to the bright 


luſtre of that religion they profeſs, 
has been greatly diminiſhed in the 


eye of thoſe, who are not the friends 
of evangelical truth. | 


Among other immaterial altera- 


tions, the Editor has taken the liberty 


of - 
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of inſerting common phraſes in the 
room of obſolete ones; he has alſo 
added a few notes, which are diſtin- 
guiſhed by an aſteriſm (*). 


This ſmall treatiſe exhibits the 


pious breathings of an experienced 
chriſtian, who was greatly deſirous 
to walk with God, and under ſpiri- 
tual influence and direction, not to 
indulge himſelf in any known fi 
nor neglect any known duty. Th 
author's religious experience, his re- 
ſolutions and engagements, may be 
it is to be hoped, of great advantage 
to all ſerious chriſtians who read 
them, eſpecially whenthey, like him, 
enquire into the ſtate of their own 
heart, and it's workings in afflictive 
diſpenſations. Here the chriſtian, 
who is confirmed in the faith and 
love of God, may find his own ſtate 
deſcribed, and by trying himſelf by 
the rule laid down, know whether 
A 4 lis 
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His graces are flouriſhing or decay- 
ing. He who is juſt entered upon 
the chriſtian life, may by an atten- 
tive peruſal of this little book, at- 
tain to a more perfect knowledge 
and experience of the operations of 
religion in the heart. In a word, 
from 1t may be received inſtruction 
and comfort in every ſtate of life, 
whether of proſperity, or adverſity, 
of health, or ſickneſs. * 
The yreſent Editor would recom- 
mend the Rev. Mr. Corbet's Self 
Employment in Secret, to all of every 
age and ſex, If they uſe it as the 
companion of their retired moments, 
and treaſure up it's contents in their 
memory, they will thereby be fitted ' 
to © work out their own ſalvation _ 
with fear and trembling.” 8 | 
It is an excellent help for ſelf ex- 
amination, that duty fo greatly be. 
neficial to the life of religion in the | 
ſoul, 
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foul. It ſhould be put into the hands 


of youth, who by peruſing it will ac- 
quire the knowledge of what they 
are, what they ſhould believe and do: 
particularly the notes, or maxims if 
ſtored in their young minds, will 
ſerve as a directory for the diſcharge 
of the duties which, as chriſtians, 
they owe to God, to cheir neighbour 


and themſelves. That it may be 
made the bleſſed means of bringing 


thoſe who peruſe it to a more inti- 
mate acquaintance with themſelves, 
and with Jeſus Chriſt “ who is the 
truth, the way and the life” is the 
ſincere wiſh of 


The Eprrok. 


ks Mr. 


Mr. CORBE Ts 
ENQUIRY 
INTO THE 
STATE of his Sour. 
AIS INTRODUCTION. 


TI N order 10 peace Aconſcience, and 
aſurance of my good eftate towards 


God, it muſt in reaſon be ſuppoſed, 


that I may rightly underſtand the 
marks of ſincerity ſer down in God's 
Word; as alſo the ruling inclination 
and motions of my own ſoul ; and that 
I may be ſo far aſſured of my right 


underſtanding of the things aforeſaid, 


as to have no reaſonable ground for 
doubting thereof. For I have no other 
ordinary way to know my ſincerity in 
order lo the ſaid peace and aſſurance, 
but lo examine it according io my beſt. 
underſtanding by the marks 1 ſet 
= | | win 
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down. in God's word, In this /elf- 
examination it is requiſite that I uſe 
all diligence, and impartiality, with 
conſtancy : and that [ earneſily pray 


for God's aſſiſtance in it, and heartily 


offer myſelf to his ſearch, as David 
FS gf +4 0) oF RG 
Wherefore if upon the moſt im par- 
tial and diligent ſearch that 1 can 
make, according to the beſt of my un- 


derſtanding, togetber with earneſt and 
conflaut prayer to God to affiſt me 


therein, as in my greateſt concern ; it 


-doth moſt rationally appear to me, that 


the ruling inclination and motions of 
my ſoul are agreeable to the marks f 


Sincerity ſet down in God's word, then 


my conſcience doing its office aright, is 
to judge for me accordingly, viz. that 
T am ſincere. Aud in this judgement 
J acquieſce, becanſe it is the juage- 
ment of God's agent and miniſter, 
which he bath ſet up within me 10 

* Judge 


ont EOS. „„ 
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Judge under bim of ny elernal ſlate, 


according to his law. by which he him- 
elf doth and will judge me. 


God hath the ſame aſpe#? upon the : 


foul, which conſcience his vicegerent 
hath, as it ordinarily judgeth not 


againſ} bim cr without him, but under 


him and according lo bis judgement, 
either acquilling or condemning. To 
this purpoſe the Apoſlle ſpeaketh, 1 
John 111. 20, 21. Four heart con- 
demn us, God is preater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things ; If our 


heart condemn us not, then have we con- 


| Faence towards God. 
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The 
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EEK 
The State of my Own: 


. 


According to the ſtricteſt Search 
that I can make, 


Pſal. cxxxix. 23, 24. 


Search me, O Lord, and know my heart, try 
me and know my thoughts, and fee if there 
be any wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlaſting. AukE N. 


The following particulars were ſet down 
in the Year 1663. 


S far as PF am able to diſcern my 
heart and ways, I have choſen 
the Lord for my portion, I rake up 


my reſt in him, and not in the crea- 


ture. To love, and fear, and admire, 


and bleſs him, and to have commu- 


nion with him is my chief joy; and 
the eternal viſion and fruition of God 
is my great hope. I would not only 
* God hereafter, but here in this 


world- 
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world for my chief good. He is even 


now better than all the world. 
come to God by Jeſus Chriſt; 
and as l believe in God, I believe 
alſo in Chriſt, and rejoice and glory 
in him; and acknowledging my 
own ſinfulneſs and unworthineſs, I 
reſt entirely on him as the ground of 
my juſtification to life, and of all 
favour and acceptance with God. 

1 receive Chriſt as my Lord, and 
give up my ſelf to him. TI let him in- 
to my heart by faith. I eſteem him 
precious, and am willing to ſuffer 
the loſs of all, that I may win him. 

l defireto know him in rhe power 
of his death and reſurrection, and am 
much grieved that I do ſo weakly 
experience that power, and feel it 
no more operative in me, in my dy- 
ing to fin and the world, and in liv- 


ing and walking in the Spirit. I do 


not ceaſe to lament the more hei- 
nous 
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nous fins of my life; and cannot for- 


bear continually imploring the par- 


don of them. I do not return again 


to them, and I reſolve never ſo to 
do. 

I watch and pray, and rive a 
gainſt all ſin, but eſpecially againſt 
thoſe fins, to which I am more eſpe- 
cially inclined. My conflicts are 
daily, and I am put hard to it; but 
do not yield up myſelf to any ſin, 
nor lie down in it, yea, I do not 
ſuffer ſinful thoughts to lodge in 
me. 

Il am many times much diſcom- 
poſed, damped in ſpirit, deadened 


in duty, diſtracted in my ſtudies, 


and moleſted and hindered every 
way by the ſin that dwelleth in me. 
Bur I reſolve, that ſin ſnall have no 
reſt in my ſoul, and that 1 will ne- 

ver enjoy it. 
Though I cannot keep ſin out of 
my 
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my heart, yet it doth not reign in 
my mortal body, nor do | yield my 
members to the ſervice of it. 


| would fulfil all righteouſneſs; 


and owe nothing to any man but 
love. I had a hundred fold rather 
ſuffer wrong, than do wrong. 

It was ſaid of Chriſt, that no ouile 
was found in his mouth; and of the 
faithful company that followed the 


Lamb, that no guile was found in 


their mouth. And that it may be ſo 
with me, | endeavour with my whole 
heart. 


I truſt God with my chief out- 
ward concernment; even with that, 


about which 1 am molt ſolicitous, 


and wherein to be ſatisfied isof great 
moment to me, ſor that it hath as 
great an influence upon my ſpirit, as 
any outward thing hath. And I do 


believe that God will provide for 
me herein, or otherwiſe ſupply the 


want 
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want of it. My carneſt defire of 
God 1s, that my Leer condition 


may be ſo ſtated by his wiſe and 


gracious providence, as I may be 


| leaſt expoſed to temptation, and beſt 


diſpoſed and furthered unto duty, 
i have an inclination to ſeek Self, 
particularly in vain applauſe, and 
that in religious ſervices ; and herein 
I have been highly ouilty : but LE 
fhame myſelf for it before God, and 
I am willing to be ſatisfied in the 
praiſe that comes from him alone; 


and I truſt through his grace, that I 


can deny myſelf in matter of reputa- 


tion to do his will. — 
J love the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and- b 


all his faints. The broken eſtate of 


the church, eſpecially by inteſtine. . 


evils, is a great trouble to my ſpirit. 
The ſcandals of profeſſors I am tru- 
ly grieved at, and I would not by 
their weakneſſes ſeek to excule my 

OWN: 
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own faults, or an applauding of my 


own virtues. 

1 have no ſettled bitterneſs and 
revenge againſt my enemies, but I 
love, pity and pray for them. As 
concerning God's enemies I am 
more provoked, out I would not be 
inhuman or cruel againſt them; for 


the wrath of man worketh not the 


righteouſneſs of God. 

I contemn none, I would not im- 
bitter the ſpirit of any. I would 
anſwer all obligations of courteſy, as 
accounting it a righteouſneſs. | 
would not inſult over the weakneſs 
of any; and this is partly out of na- 
tural tenderneſs and moral conſi- 
derations ; and I find, that the good- 
neſs and kindneſs of God, the meek- 
neſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt, hath 
hereunto made impreſſion upon 
me. 


1 find upon the review of my 


life 


1 
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liſe paſt, according to the cleareft 
judgement that I can make, that I 
7 not gone backward, but pro- 
ceeded forward, in the ways of god- 


lineſs. And this increaſe I reckon 


not by ſudden fits now and then hap- 


 pening, but by the main progreſs of 
the work in the total ſum. 
I have been grie ved that I am no 


more elevated in the hope of heaven, 
and that I cannot attain to a long- 
ing deſire to be gone henee, and to 
be there with Crit. 1 have labour- 


ed toraiſe up my heart, and have had 


enlargement, even when deadnefs 
and flatneſs had been upon me. I 
think ſometimes, were my evidenc- 


es clear for heaven, I would exult 


to be gone hence this very hour; but 


1 find not this readineſs at all times. 


When I have had a good deſign 
in hand for God's glory and ſome 


public benefit, watched againſt 


vanity 
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_ vanity of mind, and vain-glory in 


carrying it on; and I deſire purely 


to aim at God's glory, and to be ſa- 
tisſied with my reward in him. And 
J take heed, that I forget not my 
mortality, when I am purſuing that. 
deſign; but I would fain bring up 
| myſelf to this frame, to be contented 


to be taken hence in the midſt of it, 


as judging that I ſhall be no loſer 
by my removal, and that God can= 


not ſtand in need of that ſer- 


vice. 
Lord, forgive my inordinate ſelf- 
love, which hath diſturbed the act- 
ings of pure charity in ſeveral in- 
ſtances ot moment. Self-love hath 
had motions contrary to the love of 
God an my neighbour, Neverthe- 
leſs my judgment hath diſallowed it, 
and | have for the moſt parr done 
that which the love of God and my 
neighbour did command, 


/ 
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O Lord, forgive my ten thou- 


ſand talents! I come to Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath made ſatisfaction, and lay 
this heavy reckoning to his account. 


Lord, forgive my iniquity, for it is 
exceeding great! 


I675. 


Io the review of the fore= 


going evidences, after twelve 


years, I find through grace the ſame 
abiding in me, and more and more 
rooted. And ſome particulars 
which made me more to doubt of 
my good eſtate, I find to be ſince 
that time in a greater degree van- 


quiſhed. 
| have done what in me FIN to 
call to remembrance all my remark- 


able fins, from my childhood and 


youth till now: And as far as I can 


judge, [ have repented of them both 
generally 
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generally and particularly, And 1 
now repent of them all, from the 
bottom of my heart, with a ſelf- ab- 
horrence, if I can know my own heart 
by the ſtricteſt and moſt impartial 
| ſearch that I can make. 


Upon the beſt judgement that I 
can make of the nature of ſin, and 


the frame of my own heart and 
courſe of life, I know no fin lying 
upon me, which doth not conſiſt 
with, habitual repentance, and with 
the hatred of ſin, and with an un- 
feigned conſent that God be my 
Saviour and Sanctifier and with 
the loving of God above all. 

The mercy of God towards me 
in the prolonging of the day of 
grace; in the ſtriving of his Spirit; 
in his chaſtiſements; in che checks 
of conſcience; in the recovery of my 
ſoul out of diſtempers and backſlid- 
ings; doth affect my hee: 

an 
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and ſtrongly engage me to him. 
This makes me often call upon my 
ſoul and all that is within me, to 
bleſs his holy name. 

Though my ſpiritual growth be 


very low and flow; yet to this pre- 


ſent time, I have not grown worſe, 
but berter ; ſpeaking of growth in 
the whole ſpace, or greater ſpaces 
of my time paſt, and not every par- 
ticular day. 

By prayer and endeavours long 
continued, I have in ſome meaſure 


overcome a ſpecial very ſinful diſ- 


remper of mind, and gained the 
contrary temper aganſt, a natural 
propenſity. 

Though my faith in Chriſt be 
weak, yet to be a partaker of his pro- 
miſes I am ready to part with all 
that is dear in this world and I have 
no * of happineſs, but in 


Chriſt. 
. Tho? 
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— Tho? I have had doubtings touch- 
ing the promiſed ſalvation, yet I 
know that as to my own felicity, I 
prize nothing more than that ſalva- 
tion, being the glorifying and enjoy- 
ing God for ever, and 1 embrace ic 
as my beſt good. 

I love Chrift, whom I have not | 
ſeen, and I am affected towards him, | 
as towards a perſon who both taugt 
and did the moſt excellent things, | 
and promiſed a moſt excellent eſtate 

to his followers, and purchaſed their 
redemption at the deareſt rate. 

I am heartily grieved for loving 
God ſo little; Yer I am ſure zhzrs I 
wrote according to a full perſuaſion 
at that time, vzz, 1 love nothing 
more than God. In my eſteem | 
and choice, I prefer the ſpiritual | 
and heavenly life, incomparable be- 1 


fore the animal and earthly life.  ' 
And this eſteem and choice is made 
good J 


5 
0 
iN 
38 
7 
4 
8 
5 
. 3 
+ 
4 N 


into the State of bis Soul. 25 


good by performance in ordinary. 


1 love to love God: and I deſire 


this love not only as an evidence of 


my ſalvation, but for itſelf. I had 
much rather have a heart to love 


him perfectly, than to have all the 
riches, honours and pleaſures of this 


world. 
My conſcience bears me witneſs, 
that in the preſent exerciſe of my 


miniſtry, | have no ſelf-end of world 
ly advantage, or reputation among 
men, or any intereſt of the carnal 


mind: but if the command of 


Chriſt, and the nec: ſſi les of fouls. 


did not obige me to this ſervice, I 


ſhould yladly retire to privacy and 


ſolitude. i 
My temporal eſtate is mean and 


low, yet I am conten ed with it, and 
humbly bleſs God for what | have. 
Tlive in as narrow a compaſs for ex- 
pences, as I can, that l may have 


B ſomething 
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ſomething to give to the poor, and 
to be helpful to thoſe that are in need, 


according to my ability. And as God 
hath required of us to love mercy; 
and our Saviour hath ſaid, J. 7s a 
more bleſſed thing to give, than to re- | 
ceive ; ſo | have more pleaſure in 


glving a portion to the needy, as far 
as my mean eſtate will bear, than in 
laying out for the delight of my own 
ſenſe, or worldly conveniencies. And 
this proceeds not from a conceit of 
merit in any thing that I can do, but 
from a love to pleaſe God, and do 
good. 
Ihough ! have a good knouledae 
about the premiſes, yet | am apt to 
waver about the concluſion. And 
though | apprehend the evidences 
of my ſincerity to be clear, jet a ti- 
moroutneſs remains in me. 
Though | have not as yet, over- 
come the tear of death, yet 1 am ſure, 
tlat 
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that the unwillingneſs that is in me 


to die, is not that I might enjoy the 
pleaſures of ſenſe, or any gratification 


. of the animal life, 


l feel in myſelf a burden of ſin and 
corruption; much ſenſuality, earth- 
lineſs, ſelfiſhneſs ; ; nevertheleſs IL 


judge, there is that predominance 


of love to God and holineſs, which 
1 hope is unmoveably ſeated in my 
ſoul ; whereupon I hope that it can- 
not be, that 1 ſhould be caſt out of 
his bliſsful preſence into that per- 
dition, which is a ſtate of immuta- 
ble hatred of him. 


IL apprehend, that the moſt horrid 


and helliſh ſtate of hell irſelf lies in 


irs everlaſting and utmoſt enmiry 
againſt God. 

Thus I am ſearching and trying 
my heart and ways; and what I find 
by myſelt, I write down, that l may 
have it by me for my relief in an 


3 evil 
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evil day, and an hour of temptation. 


For I muſt expect the time, when by 


weakneſs, or anguiſh of body or 
mind, I may be diſabled to recol= 
lect myſelf, and duly to ſtate the 
caſe of my own ſoul. . And the 
powers of nature may ſo fail, that 
1 may have but a very weak appre- 
henſion of what J have to do in this 


great concern. 
I am warned by the parable of the 


ten virgins to look to it, that together 
with my lamp, | may have oil in my 
veſſel, and be ready to enter in with 
the bridegroom at his coming. 
Lord, be merciful to me a finner, 
to me one of the chiefcſt of finners ! 


O mu «<x-eediny finfulneſs! O the 
. riches of thy g0dnels towards me! 


Should not | loath my carnal felf? 
Should not | grieve for grieving thy 
Spirit! 1 defiic to do lo, I hope to 

| Do 
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Do what thou wilt with me, ſo 


thou pardon, and ſanctify, and ſave 


me! I am afraid of thy judgement, 
I can endure but little, O how weak 
is my heart! Nevertheleſs 1 will 


endeavour, and I truitthroughgrace, 


that I ſhall be enabled to bear thy 
correcting hand. Thou art wiſe and 
holy, thou art merciful and gracious, 
thou retaineſt not thine anger for 


ever, becauſe thou delighteſt in mer- 


cy! ka 
O ſpare me, and conſider me, and 


deal with me not after my ſins, and 


reward me not after mine iniquities ; 
but as far as the eaſt is from the 


welt, ſo far remove my tranſgreſ- 


ſions from me; comfort me, and 
ſatisfy me, for I wait for relief from 
thee! Whatſoever befals me, I will 
put my truſt in thee! 

I believe, O Lord, help my un- 
belief. Lord, increaſe my faith. O 


B 3 my 
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my God, I lie at thy feet and mercy, 
I put my ſinful diſtreſſed ſoul into 
the hands of Ze/as Chrift, and I reſt 
on the covenant of grace made in 
him, as all my ſalvation, and all my 
deſire. Amen. 


More Obſervations louching the & late 
of my Soul. 1676. 


THE wonderful mercy of God 
towards me a moſt vile and 
wretched ſinner, in convincing, re- 
buking, and awakening me unto a 
ſelf-abhorrence, and an utter deteſt- 
ation of my ns, my ſpecial /ins ; ſo 
that I cannot be reconciled to them. 

Since the more powerful awaken- 
ing of my conſcience, I never have, 
and am perſuaded I never ſhall re- 
turn to thoſe former ſins, which 


made a breach between God and'my 
foul 


L 
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1 hate every ſin impartially. A 
ſinful ſtate is, in my internal ſenſe, 
an horrid and an helliſh ſtate. 

find myſelf firmly reſolved to 
give up any part of my worldly e- 
{tate, that I ſhall be found to hold to 
another's wrong. If it be doubtful 
Where the right lies, I am reſolved 
firſt ro endeavour a reference to con- 
ſcientious knowing men; and the 
diſorders of thoſe, that are in cha- 
rity to be judged ſincere; and the 
follies and frailties of the more ſin- 
cete and upright. And it humbles 
me, by cauſing me to reflect upon 
myſelf, and my own faultineſs, and 
weakneſs, and proneneſs to off:nd : 
and it makes me more to deſire the 

heavenly ſociety, and to be among 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 
Mv ſins of ſenſuality in every kind 
and degree, I ſearch out, and repent 
ol. I am Kept by grace, from groſs 
4 - - fins. 
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ſins of this ſort. In the gratiſica- 
tions of ſenſe, which are lawful in 
general,! ſcrupulouſly dread exceſs, 
and unduenefs of circumſtances. 
How earneſtly do I defire an abſo- 
Jute purity! 

All envy, unrighteouſneſs, uncha- 
ritableneſs, hardheartedneſs, undu- 
tifulneſs, and baſe ſelfiſhneſs, which 
is the root of all, I have ſeen, la- 
mented, and zblianed. The motions 
and ſtirrings of mind, that way, are 
ſuppreſſed and diſlodged : I will ne- 
ver give way thereunto. 

_ Self-applauding, ſelf-ſceking, in 
matter of praiſe and honour before 
men, I ſtrive againſt. I deſire to be 
as ſinccre to another's reputation, as 
to my own. I would not value others 
by their regard to me, but by their 
true worth. I would be contented to 
be little in the eyes of others. This 
1 unfeignediy deſire and endeavour, 


and 
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and I hope that I have it in ſome 
good degree. 
All my omiſſions and negligencies 
in the work of the miniſtry, in preach- 
ing, in perſonal private application, 
I bewail, and heartily reſolve upon 
more diligence and faithfulneſs. 
Enter not into judgement with thy 
ſervant, O Lord; but remember me, 
and ſpare me according to thy great 
mercy in Chrift Feſus, the great pro- 
pitiation for fin, in whom I deſire to 
be found, and under the covert of 
whoſe wing | ſtand, that 1 may be 
ſaved from thy wrath, and enjoy thy 
peace, and live in thy preſence; where 


is fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for 
evermore ! 


1679. 


OD will never damn, in hell, 
A IF any ſoul that hath the habitu- 

al predominant love of God, though 
1 B 5 culpably 
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culpably remiſs, and otherwiſe fin= | 
ful; yea, hell and ſuch love of God, | 
are inconſiſtent, 

I love the holy will of God with p 
all my heart, and hate all diſcon- 
formity to it. Nothing is more grie- 
vous to me, than to diſpleaſe God; 
and nothing is more pleaſant to me, 
than to pleaſe him. 

] ſtrive after chriſtian perfection. | 

J labour to be unbottomed of ſelf, : 
to die to ſel f- ad vancement, to ſelf. 
glorying, and to all ſelfiſh joys, and 
ro live wholly in, and to God, and 
to have ſelf 4 ed up in the love 
of him. 

I labour in the work of Pidines 
ſignation, that my will may be con- 
fined to, and included in the will of | 

2 God. 8 4 

[ ſtrive after patience in its per- 

fect work, and do find a willingneſs 


to yield to God's will in my chaſſiſe- 
ments, 
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ments. I till juſtify God, and do 
not entertain an hard thought of his 
dealing with me; but conclude, 
that it is altogether holy, juſt, and 
good, and for the beſt. 
Il feel my fin a greater burden to 
me, than my affliction*. I had ra- 
ther have health of ſoul in a body 
full of pain, than health and eaſe of 
body with a diſtempered ſoul. And 
the ſenſe of my great ſinfulneſs dif- 
poſeth me to patience, under my af- 
flicting infirmities of body. 

1 narrowly watch my heart, that 
it may-not lodge or admit a vain 
thought, When L am ſurprized with 
vanity I ſuppreſs it as ſoon as I ob- 
ſerve it, | 
TI am very fearful of offending in 
a.word, When ona ſudden, and in- 
B 6 advertcntly,. 


What an indiſputable evidence of ſin- 
cerity is this in a man racked with the {tone }: 


# 
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advertently, I have ſpoken a word, 
which upon ſecond thoughts isdoubt< 
ful to me, tho' I had no ſuch doubt 
in the ſpeaking of it; I have been 
much perplexed about it, and en- 
gaged my ſeif to a greater watchful- 
neſs. | / 


| 
I! I 
Ul 
| 
| 


1680. 


C URELY, Chr: hath my heart. 
API Whenſoeverl ſwerve from Chriſt 
in a !b:ught, word or deed, it is by 
inadvertency and ſurprizal, againſt 
my fixed principle; and l have great 
regret at it, and loath myſelf for it. 

If I were out of all fear of damna- 
tion, I had rather be holy than un- 
holy; and I take pains, and ule 
God's means to be holy in oppoſi- 
tion to the fleſh, and I make it my 
chief care. And ] do this, becauſe I 
make the enjoying of God my chief 
good and rather than loſe the hope 
os thereof, 
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thereof, I would willingly undergo 


the ſufferings of this life, which lead 
to that bleſſed fruition, not except- 


ing the fiery trial itſelf. 


I hope, when the end cometh, my 


God will fay to me Dear child, 


thy warfare is accompliſhed, thine 
iniquity is pardoned, enter thou into 
my reſt.” Therefote, I will both 
hope, and quietly wait for the ſalva- 


tion of God. I will hope to the end. 
' Strengthen me, O my God, that I 


faint not. 


T HAVE no deſign, I purſue no- 
thing contrary to God's intereſt : 

but all my deſigns and purſuits are 
for God and holineſs. | think l am 
ſure of this, if I be ſure of any 
thing. My great aim, and care, and 
labour, is to cleanſe myſelf from a}l 
filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and to 
perfect 
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perfect holineſs in the fear of God: 
To whom l yieid mvſelf a ſervant 


to obey, his Fes I am; But I do. 


not yield myſelf a ſervant to ſin, to 
obey it; but 1 do yield mylelf a 


fervant to God, to obey him. The 


deſign and buſineſs of my life, 1 is to- 
do his w//1, 


R. Corbet was for many years 
before his death afflicted with 
the ſtone to ſo violent a degree, that 
at length he determined to ſubmit 
to an operation; for this purpoſe he 
was carried up to London, but God 
ſaw fit to call him to a better world 
before it could be performed, for he 
ſurvived his journey but about a fort- 
nignt, departing amidſt great pains, 
yet in peace, having an aſſared hope 
of a bleſſed immortality. 
The workings of his heart 1 
is 


=. 


— 
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nis affliction, make i it evident that 
the Spirit of God was truly in him 
and they amount to a ſatisfactory 
proof of the Almighty's ſpecial ſup- 
port of his children, under the chaſ- 
tiſements he is pleaſed to lay upon 
them. 

It is a beautiful and inſtructive 
view which is given us (Malach! iii. 
3.) of Chriſt the head of the church, 


ſitting © as a refiner and purifier of 
ſl ver, to purify the ſons of Levi, and 


purge them as gold and filver, that 
they may offer unto the Lord an of- 
fering in righteouſneſs,” 


Our author ſeems to have been 


a remarkable inſtance of the ſkill, 


power, and care of the Lord 7Z2/us 


Chriſt in the above character. 

May it pleaſe God to grant us pa- 
tience under our reſpective trials, 
and that © patience may have her 


pertect work,” and our afflictions be 


made 
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made the means of our ſanctification, 
let us earneſtly pray that the diſſa- 
tis faction and pain which are wiſely ] 
ſcattered up and down in our paſſage 
through lite, may incline us to ſeek 
happineſs, in the enjoyment of him, 
with whom there is fulneſs of joy, 
and at whole right hand are plea= {| 
fures for evermore, 1 


. U. | 


„ 
WORKINGS 

TE = +. : 1 
HEART 


AFFLICTION. 


1680. 


Tt will of God in laying this 


aſfliction upon me, I unfeign- 
edly approve as holy, juſt, and good: 


And I am unfeignedly willing to 
bear the affliction, as it is an evil laid 
upon me by his will, till the time 


come, in which he thinks fit to re- 
move It 

1 watch, and pray, and ſtrive, that 
I may not give way to a repining 
thought againſt his holy hand. In 


this point the /pirit is willing, ul 


ARE Tb Tee? er 
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the fleſb is weak. My mind doth re- 
ally conſent to God's diſpenſation, 
and to my ſubmiſſion, as being moſt 
agreeable to his wiſe and gracious 


government, and moſt conducing to 


my ſalvation. Bat my ſenſitive part, 


and my mind alſo, as it is in part 


unrenewed, weak, and ſinful, doth 
greatly reluctate ; \ ſo that | am put 
hard to it, and | muſt ſay, I am wile 
ling Lord, belp my unwillingneſs. 

I have not obſerved in the ſeveral 
days paſt, that a /hought of direct or 


poſitive diſcontent, or vexatious 


commotion of mind, hath been ad- 


mitted by me; nevertheleſs, L ite - 


to my grief, that | fall exceeding 
ſhort of that quietneſs, content, and 


cheerfulneſs in my condirion, and of 


that freeneſs of ſelf. reſignation do 
God's will, that [ deſire, and his 
goodneſs calls for. 


= wreſtle with God 1 importu- 


nale 
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nate prayer, that this thorn in the 
fleſh might depart from me: that 


this diſtemper might be removed, or 
ſo mitigated, that I might be in ſome 


comfortable eaſe, and get a more 

_ Cheerful freedom in doing my duty. 
Vet I would not wreſt this relief out 
of his hands unſeaſonably, and with- 


out his good will and ls bleſſing. I 
would wait his time, and defire to 


have it with his love and favour, and 


with a ſaving benefir. | 
My earneſt deſire of deliverance 
is limiced with ſubmiſſion to his holy 


will. Let I find that this ſubmiſſion 


is no eaſy matter, but that I muſt 


take pains with my own heart; and 


that it is God, who muſt work my 
heart to it, and keep under the fleſh, 
which is always ready to rebel. It is 
hard to be willing to bear my weari- 
ſome condition : and, O how weak 
is my heart, and ready to ſink, if X 
2 
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be not upheld by a ſtrength above 
my own! O let his grace be ſuffi- 
cient for me, and let his power be 
made perfect in my weakneſs. _ 
I feel myſelf better in the inner 
man, for this chaſtening. It hath 
furthered mortification and ſelf-de- 
nial, and done much to the breaking 
of the heart of pride, and to bring 
me on towards that more perfect 
ſel f- examination, for which I labour. 
It hath much deadened the world 
to me, and my deſire to the world. 
It makes me know in earneſt the 
emptineſs of all creatures, and ho- 
great my concern is in God. It 
drives me cloſe to him, and makes 
me to fetch all my comforts from 
bim. 1 
I ſee of how little value all out- 
ward things are towards true con- 
tentment; and not only in my pre- 
ſent afflicted ſtate, but if I were a 
| c 
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eaſe and in full proſperity. The 


ſenſe of this benefit to my ſoul, is 


the great means of bringing my will 
to that weak degree of ſubmiſſion to 
| God's will, to which I have attain- 
ed. 

| O that I could live more by faith, 
in this trying affliction. 1 endeavour 
to impreſs upon my ſoul thoſe ar- 
guments which the ſcripture affords 
for patience and long ſuffering with 
joyfulneſs. But this will not do the 
work, unleſs the ſpirit of faith and 
patience be given from him, from 


whom comes down mY good and 


perfect gift. 
I pray, I cry to mv Father, that 
he would give me the holy Spirit, ac= 
cording to his gracious promiſe, that 
I might he V forth the power of bs 
grace, and that I might not diſh e 
nour him, nor diſcourage his children, 


nor 8 "LI by my weak- 


ucls, 
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neſs. And in my bearing of it well, 


my reputation is nothing regarded 


by me in compariſon of the honour 
of Chriſt. Him l deſire to glorify 
both in my obedience and patience, 

do not love God the leſs, becauſe 
of his correcting hand upon me. As 


my necefli.ies drive me, ſo his love 
draus me, and my love brings me 
to bim. | look to him as my Fa- 


ther: and ſhall | not honour my 
Father, and give him reverence, 


when I ain chaſtened of him? The 


Lord is my portion, faith my ſoul : 
therefore will J hope in him. | will 
wait tor the Lord, who hideth his 
face; I will look after hm,; he re- 
taineth not his anger for ever, be- 
cauſe hedelighteth in mercy Theres 
fore he will turn again, and have com- 
paſſion upon me. 


f he Kill me, Iwill put my truſt. 


in bim : for be will nut caſt me off 
for 
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for ever, if | cleave to him with fairh 
unteigned; but even through death 


icſelf wil! be fave me. He will bring 


me forth to the light, and I ſhall be- 


hol. his righteouſneſs. 


When I fav. What hall I do, in 
caſe of ſuth or ſuch troubleſeme or dan- 
\geraus conf. quences? myheart anſwers, 
Be not careful, God will proviae; I 


wall { leave tit 4 bim. 
Ec ſides a natural deſire to eaſe 
and reſt, the ſenſe of the temptation 


to which I am liable in this condi= 


tion, makes me importunate to be 
delivered from it. | feelingly know 
the weakneſs of my own heart, and 
am not ignorant of the devil's ma- 
Iice and ſubtiltvy, and how he will 
nike the fiercelt aſſaults, where [ 


am zeareſt Wrereupon | tremble. 


in mylelt, for fear ot being tempt- 
ec, and ſhaken, and greatly amazed. 
And upon this ground, reſpecting 


my 
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my /onl's ſafety, I judge an humble 
and. patient importunity with God, 
for the removing and moderating of 
my diſtemper, to be my duty. 
Let to keep me from being over 
ſolicitous and anxious in this thing, 
I conſider, that God doth govern and 
limit all our temptations, and will 
not © ſuffer us to be tempted above 
what we are able; but will, with 
the temptation, open a way for us to 
_vicape.”” a 
Nevertheleſs, I find, that I do much 
offend by too great a vehemence of 
deſire to be delivered from this grie- 
vous burden, without due ſubmiſ- 
fion ; alſo by too much diſquietneſs 
and dejection, when after ſome ex- 
pectation of a benefit by that means, 
I perceive my hope thereof is like to 
be fruſtrated. The Lord help me to 
carry it beiter, and as I ought todo, 
and keep my mind in its right frame ! 
My 


in his Aftifion. oF 
NIV buſineſs under this ali ion is 


to be careful about my own part, and 
to leave God's part to his care. My 
part is to do my duty, and to get 
- the benefit of the affliction; but to 
remove it, is God's part. Let me 
rform what belongs to me, and 
what belongs to God he will certainly 
perform in his own time and way. 

The ſum of my duty is humbly to 
'comply with the diſpenſation, and to 
behave myſelf ſuitable to it, and to 
pleaſe and honour God under It. 
Accordingly in this I labour, and in 
this way I ſeek for comfort. And 
firſt 1 juſtify God and judge myſelf. 
God exerciſes his own holineſs and 
Juſtice in his chaſtiſement. 

His iaſtice and holineſs I approve, 
and accept the puniſhment of mine 
iniquity, and exerciſe an hatred of 
the fin, for which | now ſmart. _ 

1 will bear the indigoation of 

C the 


50 The Workings of bis Heart 


the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned a- 


gainſt him, and I repent with a ſelf- 


abhorrence; and I lie in the duſt at 


his feet, and wait on him, until that 


he have mercy upon me, and I am 


gladto receive mercy upon his terms, 

I have fled for refuge to lay hold 
on the hope that is ſet before me. I 
do moſt heartily take God for my 
portion, and I had rather live the di- 
vine life in conformity to bim, and 
fellowſhip with Him, here in the firſt- 
fruits of the ſpirit, and hereafter in 
the fulneſs of glory, than live in the 
fulneſs of the delights that belong to 
the nalural life upon earth, in a way 
of ſin, and alienation from the life of 


God. 5 | 


I do moſl heartily take Chriſt ac- 
cording to the offer of the I ara 
not only to be juſtified from my fins, 
and delivered from the wrath to 
come, by his merits ; but alſo to be 
ſanctified 


and practice, in the main bent and 


by ſight and ſenſe, but by faith; not 
after the fleſh, but after the ſpirir, in 


I I caſt off vain deſires and hopes, 


neſs, and ſee no light of outward 


0 ſubdue ir to the will of God: And 
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ſancti fied by his word and Spirit, and 
to be governed by his laws, and to 
be brought by him unto the aforeſaid 
fellowſhip with God. And my life 


ordinary courſe thereof, is according 
to this choice, in a daily walking not 


ſetting my heart not on earthly, bur 
on heavenly things. 


and my expectations of good are 
from God, according to the tenor of 
his promiſes. When I walk in dark= 


comfort, human helps, and viſible 
means, I will truſt in the name of 
the Lord, and ſtay myſelf upon 
my Gd. | 

I ſtrive with my own ſpirit, to 


in whatſoever | am tempted to be 
C 2 molt 
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moſt impatient, therein I labour 
moſt for patience. My great care is, 


that I may not tin againſt my God in 
any kind; and more eſpecially, that 
1 rnav not ſin by a rebellious impa- 
tience under his correcting hand. 

In this preſent diſtreſs I look upon 


myſelf, as being upon my trial; and 


therefore J look more d lige nuly to 


my behaviour in it. Now a price is 


put into my hand for the proof of 
my fincerity, and 1 labour ac. 


cordingly to make good Pe 


of 1t;- 

1 am willing to ſerve Cod in pain 
and patience, elſe | were unworthy 
of ſo good a maſter. I am willing 
to be conformable to Chriſt in ſuffer- 

ing, elſe | were unworthy of him. 
But here | muſt ſav again, 7he ſpirit 
indecd is willing, but ihe fleſhis weak 
Lord help my unwillmyneſs. 

1 am called to deny all the 

plealures 
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pleaſures of ſenſe, and to mind them 
no more; and I am heartily willing 
of it. I am called to declare to o- 


thers, by the exerciſe of faith and 
patience, the righteouſneſs of the 
Lord, and his tender mercies, and 
great faithfulneſs, and that he alone 


is all-ſufficient. O that the power 
of his grace may be thus magnified 


This is the fruit of aff; Fon, that 


IT look after; and in this I will labour 


more and more. And through help 
of divine grace, I will not doubt of 
a good iſſue, while I am found in 


the way of duty. To them who by 


patient continuance in well-doing 


ſeek for glory, and honour, and im- 


mortality, God, who connot lye, 
hath promiſed to give eternal 
ne.” | | 

I am defirous to be delivered 


from this affliction (if it be the will 
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of the Lord) upon this account, 
that I might have a more clear 
proof of my freer chuſing of God 
for my portion, when I am not thus 
driven to him (as now) becauſe I 
can go no where elſe for comfort; 
alſo of my freer turning from te 
world, even then when I am capa- 
ble of enjoying it. To have ſuch a 
proof of theſe things in myſelf, I 
ſhould take for a great advantage, 
and be greatly thankful. Neverthe- 
Teſs, for quieting of my mind, 1 
conſider that my preſent afflicted 
ſtate doth bettcr 885 me from 
temptations, which might draw my 
heart from God to the de of the 
world; in which reſpect, proſperity 
is far more dangerous than adver- 
ſity. 
Moreover, my preſent ſtate 
gives me advantage for a proof of 
the grace that is in me, and of the 
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power of the divine aid, upholding 
me in a life of faith and patience, by 
which 1 live upon God alone, when 


worldly comfort fails me; and by 
which I am enabled to overcome 


things grievous to nature; and to get 
above, not only the pleaſures, but 
the ſharp pains of ſenſe; and to live, 


and endure with little natural or 


bodily reſt. 1 
Alſo it gives me the advantage of 


exerciſing a reſolved, willing ſelf- 


reſignation to God in this difpenſa- 
tion, which is harſh to fleſh and 
blood; and a reſting in hope, when 
there is no preſent appearance of 
help; and a waiting and looking for 
the Lord, who hides his face; and a 


cleaving to him by conſtant love tho?. 


he doth ſore bruiſe me. 
Ir I continue in the exerciſe of 


theſe graces, they will give me a 


good proof, that the heavenly nature 
* 94 is 
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Hull conſolation in Ius Chriſt. 
And yet further; 1 truſt that I 


my heart from the flattering vanities 


him conſtrainedly, or * as 
driven. 

I delight to draw nigh to him, to 
pour out my heart before him in 
prayer and meditation. My medi- 


1 do not love to be diverted from 
it. And when my diſtemper is any 
whit more eaſy, it works unto a 
rejoicing in him. And it is for an 
enlargement of heart towards him, 
that 1 | chicfly | delire bodily caſe and 
reſt. 
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is in me, and will make way for 
great aſſurance towards God, and 


have, long before this diſtreſs choſen 
. God for my portion, and drawn off 


of this world. And I know, that in 
this diſtreſs, F do not come to. 


tat ion of him is ſweet to my ſoul, and 


Hear mY cry, O God; attend 
unto 


in his Afiction. 57 
unto my prayer ! I will cry unto thee, 
when my heart is overwhelmed : 


Lead me to the rock that is higher 


than 11 | 5 
God, the infinite goodneſs and 
love, will not caſt off a poor ſoul that 
lies at his foot, and cries for the help 
of his grace, when it is ready to fink 
under the burden, and is wil- 
ling to have mercy upon his 
terms. „„ 
Therefore I will ſtill cry to Hun, 
and look for him, and lean upon him, 


and will not depart from bim by an 


evil heart of unbelief. This I re- 
ſolve in his ſtrength. Lora, 
ſtrengthen me unto the perfect work 


of patience. 


Lord, I heartily conſent that thou 
ſhouldeſt uſe me as thou pleaſeſt, ſo 


thou uſe me, as one of thoſe that 
love thy name! Diſpoſal is an ef- 


fect of propriety, but it is always 
| 8 F 
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concerneth me: Thy mercy. O 


whom his mother comforteth ! 
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a regular and a loving diſpoſal of 
the ſubjects of his government! O! 
deal favourably with thy ſervant. 
Thou knoweſt my frame; remember 
that I am but duſt ! 

The Lord will perfect that which 


Lord, endureth for ever. Forſake 
not the works of thine own hands ! 
O Lord, without thee I can do no- 
thing. Therefore I muſt beg, that 
thou wilt give grace ſufficient ; with- 
out which 1 cannot ſubfiſt : 
For therein is the life of my 
ſpirit. 

For ever, O Lord, thy word is ſet- 


tled in heaven! 


Pity me, O Lora, as a father * 
ein his children ! 


Comfort me, O Lord, as one 


The Lord will wait, that he may 
be gracious unto you ; For the Lord 
is 
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is a God of judgement : Bleſſed are 
all they that wait for him. 
Can l be in a Better hand? As my 
profeſſed judgement is concerning 
| God's proceeding, ſo let me ſtand 
affected towards it. 
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gence; for out of it are the 
iſſues of life. 

Death and life are in the power of 
the tongue. 

Entertain not a e imagina- 
tion for a moment. 

Never expect any thing from the 
world; and when it offers thee any 
thing that is good for thee, receive 
it; but catch not at it greedily. 

Be always mindful what thou 
may eſt do for thine own and others 
ſalvation, 


7 EEP thy heart with all dili- 
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ſalvation, in every inſtance, and upon 
every occaſion. 

Die daily. 

In arguing with another, which 
againſt every inordinate heat of 
paſſion, loud ſpeaking, andevery raſh 


word. 


Any matter of trial to thee, reckon 
among thy gains. 
Take no delight of ſenſe, but in a 


manifeſt and direct ſubverviency to 


ſpiritual ends; and uſe not that 
* to irritate, but to allay 


fenſuality. 


When a ſenſual 1magination or 
paſſion breaks in, then excite the 
taſte of the powers of the world to 


come: and deiay not to recover the 
_ divine frame. 


What thou doubteſt, do not. 
In thy actions, conſider not only 


. what is lawful, but what is beſt in the 


Nen circumſtances; - and do that. 
When 
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When thou art in company, * 
the talk is but vain, watch to put in 
a word, that may be to edifica- 


tion. 

Make it a rule never to ſpeak 
to the diſad vantage of others, unleſs 

it ſhould turn out ſo, when duty calls 


upon you to ſpeak the whole 


truth (*). 
If any deſpiſe thee, do not bear 


a grudge againſt him for it. And 


be not offended with any, meer- 
ly becauſe they do not honour 
thee. 

When thou art framing excuſes, 
taka heed of ſpeaking an untruth, 
or approaching near to it; leſt in 
avoiding the offence of man, thou 
make too bold with God. Take 
heed of this alſo, when thou would. 


eſt ſpeak pleaſingly, and avoid of- 


fence in ſpeaking. 


Uſe no recreation or delight of 


. 
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| ſenſe, but what thou canſt at that 
very time defire of God, that 
it may be ſanctifie d to ſpiritual 
ends. 

When thou heareſt that another 
hath ſpoken any thing to thy injury 
or diſparagement, beware of a tranſ- 
port of anger, that thou ſpeak not 
harſhly or unadfifedly againſt him, 
or too paſſionately for ſelf, or as too 
much concerned for ſelf. 

Take your eye off from others, 
and turn it inward upon yourſelf; 
this will render you leſs ſenſible of 


1 - their failings, and more obſervant of 


your own, both which conſequences 
are deſirable (“). 

Watch againſt all ſecret pleaſure, 
in the leſſening of another for ad- 
vancing thyſelf. 

It has 2 ſaid of ſome religious 
. People, that they are very apt to be 
cenſorious, and certainly it is true 


enough _ 
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enough to put us all upon watching 


that unruly member the tongue. Do 


I find myſelf forward to think or 
ſpeak . ee I will en- 


deavour to ſuppreſs this evil temper 

by the conſideration of theſe paſſages 

of holy ſcripture, © Charity think- 

eth no evil; and © Judge not that 
ye be not judge '-© 9 bed I 

Pray heartily for the ſucceſs of 


others, who perform the ſame ſervice 


that thou art engaged in. And re- 
Joice in whatſoever good is done by 


and own it before men. 

Uſe not animoſity and contention 
in any matter, that may be brought 
to a good iſſue in the way of peace. 

Engage not haſtily as a party in a 


gaged, that thou mayeſt moderate 
between them, 


them, as in what is done by thyſelf, 


difference between others; but re- 
ſerve thyſelf impartial and unen- 
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Whilſt thou lamenteſt thy weak 
neſs in ſome caſes, and ſeekeſt more 
ſtrength, be ſure to uſe that greater 
ſtrength in all other caſes, whereun- 
to thou haſt attained; and be not 
remiſs or forget ful in any duty that 
is more caſy to thee: ſo ſhalt thou 


have comfort in thy willing mind, 


and do much towards the attainment 
of that, which thou yet wanteſt, and 
reacheſt RE. 

In the time of prayer, let no buſi- 
neſs divert thee from it, that is not 
of preſent neceſſity. 

When thou haſt an opportunity 
of ſpeaking a word for the good of 
another's ſoul, defer not the doing of 
it till another time. 

Watch againſt all bitter and paſ- 


ſionate ſpeeches, againſt malignant 
oppoſers of truth. For meekneſs of 


ſpirit and behaviour, is more accord- 


= 
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la thy zeal againſt the fins of others, 
be mindful of thy ownexceeding ſin- 
fulneſs: call to remembrance thy 
great offences, which though they be 
unfeignedly repented of, give thee to 
underſtand what cauſe thou hait to 
be meek, and humble, and patiem 
toward all men. 

Watch againſt the motions of pride 
and hypocriſy, in the preſence of any 


perſon, whoſe favour and opinion 


thou much eſteemeſt. What is man 
that thou ſhouldeſt paſs to be judge- 
ed by man's judgement, or ſeek ap- 
plauſe from man! 

Be not diſcompoſed Rn. ſome 
petty abſurdities of behaviour, or lit- 
tle indecorums, or overſights ; for ſo 
to be, is puſillanimity. 

When thou haſt conceived a diſ- 
like of any perſon, his ways, or ac- 
tions, or doſt ill reſent his carriage 
towards thee; take heed thou do not 


take 
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take any ſecret pleaſure in the fore- 
ſight of evil coming upon him; or 
in bearing or obſerving any ſuch fol- 
ly of his, as tends to his reproach or 
ruin, or notable damage. OE 
If thou haſt fore-ſpoken the cala- 
mity, or any evil, that in, reaſon is 
like to befal one, who doth unadviſ- 
edly manage himſelf, and his affairs; 
take heed of wiſhing or willing, that 
the evil ſhould come to pafs, leſt thy 
judgement or foreſight thould ſeem 
to be diſparaged; yea, take heed of 
any motion riſing towards ſuch a 


_ wiſh or will. 


My own exceeding faultineſs en- 
gages me, in ſeeing and hearing the 
faults and follies of others, to pity 
them, rather than to rejoice or glory 
over them; and to cover or leſfen 
thoſe faults, rather than to aggravate 
or diſplay them. 

The mercy and forgiveneſs that I 
have 
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havefound and hope for at the Lord's 
hand, engages and diſpoſes me to 
forgive injuries, and abuſes done to 
me. And I ſhould not think it much, 
that I who am ſo ſinful, ſhould bear 
ſome abuſes from men. 
It is diſpleaſing to me, to hear the 
- faults of others inſiſted on, whether 
they be matters of folly and incon- 
ſiderateneſs, or of perverſeneſs and 
malice ; but eſpecially if the matter 
be not evident, 

There are- a thouſand inſtances 
of behaviour we meet with in the 
world, which will admit of two con- 
ſtructions—l would endeavour always 
to uſe the moſt favourable one (*). 

I find, that petty damages and in- 
juries are apt to be vexatious, eſpe- 
clally in a matter the whole whereof 
is but little; as in a little farm or 
living. Wherefore I endeavour that 
L be not Lurprized with a trouble- 

ſome 
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ſome appearance, and confider the 
moment of a thing how light it is. 

Abhor every. thought, word, and 
deed, which is contrary to love, and 
tends to the hurt of others. 

The more men wrong thee, the 
more watchfully maintain my love 
towards them. 

After thy public miniſtrations in 
praver and preaching, be not thought= 
full or much concerned how men like 
thy performance; but be concerned 
for this, how acceptable it is to God, 
and how effectual and ſucceſsful o 
| holy and ſaving mcans. 

If G:d ſingle me out for ſpecial 
great ſuffering, | have no reaſon to 
judge amiſs of it: For ſuch is the 
ſtate of the things 1n this world to 
come, that ſome individuals muſt of 
_neceſfiry iuffer for the good of the 
people. And whv not 1, as well as 
another? God is my owner, and he 
| may 
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may do with me, as with any other, 


even as he pleaſeth; and he is my 


father, and he will uſe me well, and 
make me ſufficient amends for all 
my ſuffering; and | ſhall be no loſer, 
but an exceeding gainer thereby in 
the end. | 


In this preſent ſtate of trial, it is 


requiſite that there be a ſufficient 
difficulty and hardſhip for all thoſe 


that ſhall be ſaved, to grapple with. 
For all our boaſts of free will; un- 
leſs there were ſome heavy weights 


of ſufferings caſt by Providence into 
the balance, to poiſe againſt our pro- 


penſions to follow luſts, and plea- 
ſures, and worldly allurements, we 


ſhould never ſeriouſly ſet ourſelves. 


to the ſevere and ſelf- deny ing du- 
ties, which belong to true godlineſs. 
Io avoid inconveniencies to thy- 
ſelf, expoſe not any to danger, whoſe 
ſafety thou art bound to provide 11 

s n 
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| In all accuſations, whether public 


or private, when thou haſt made a 


ſufficient defence, enter not into 
needleſs matters for oſtentat ion, or 
ſuch further vindication, as is not 


neceſſary, | - 


L will never wilfully do amiſs, by 


co mmiſſion or omiſſion, in a greater 
or leſs matter, becauſe 1 ſhall too 


often do amiſs, at leaſt in ſmaller. 


matters, thro' ignorance, or inadver- 


tency, or ſurprizal of paſſion, do what 
I can. 
Remember thou haſt nothing * 


thine own, but all is the Lord's; 5 


accordingiy uſe all that thou haſt to 
no carnal intereſt, but to ferve 
him, as being wholly devoted to 


: him. 


Be as ſerious and hearty in thy 
prayer to God for the concerns of 
others, as for thine Wu. | 

Watch againit ſelfiſhneſs, leſt it 

| | work 
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work unto great uncharitableneſs. 
When thou haſt evidence of thy 
ſincerity, which cannot in reaſon be 


gainſaid, hold to them, and take 


comfort in them; yet ſtill endeavour 


by reviews, and further ſearchings, to 


clear all more and more. 
We keep our evidences, by 


keeping our graces in their lively 


exerciſe 


Fetch thy comforts "HR heaven, 


and not from pleaſures, and hopes 
here below. 


Do not overvalue any worth that 


is in thyſelf; but think it rather leſs 
than it is indeed. 
If any flight thee, be neither de- 
jected nor e 
Do not value men according to 
their eſteem of thee, but ROCOLUINY to 
their true worth. 


Watch againſt the expectation of 
hearing thy own praiſe; and when 


ſuch 


8 
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ſach a thought ariſes, inſtantly ſup-· 
eſs it. 


When thou art m——— let 
not thy thoughts dwell on it with 


delight; but let it be to thee as no- 
thing. 


Tanke heed of too great a valua- 
tion of thine own work, or uſefulneſs 


in thy place; and lay not too great a 


ſtreſs thereon. | 
When friends out of love over- 


value thee, it concerns thee not to 
over- value thyſelf; nor to take more 
than. thy due, though they give it. 

Have a habit of compaſſion to- 
wards the afflicted firmly fixed in 
thee, that the motions thereof may be 


ſuitably ſtirred up on every occa- 
mon. 


I would ſtrive to make ai. 
appear as amiable as poſſible, by a 
ready performance of all the offices 


of courteſy and 8 G 


Let 
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Let an abhorrence of any content 
in another's ſufferings, be deeply im- 
printed on thee; that every thought 
thereof mavbe prevented, or inſtant- 
ly ſuppreſſed: Yea, hate all Ciſrogard 


to another's miſery. 


Watch againſt all eagerneſs, and 
immoderate delight in eating and 


drinking; and againſt minding any 


kind of food, for the pleaſing of the 
fenſe. Come to thy meals not like 
a brute, but as becomes a ſaint. Ne- 
ver terminate in the ſenſitive plea- 


ſure, but make uſe of it to raiſe thy 3 


heart to God. 

When thou haſt eaten fo much ſo 
that thou thinkeſt more is not expe- 
dient, or is better forborn than taken, 
proceed not to a bit more, leſt chou 

be entangled or difturbed. _ 

Sill conſider, Is this act I go a 
bour, agrecable to one that — 
8 With God? Will wm 
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act promote communion with God? 


Do I come to this act, ſo as to have 
communion with Ged thereby pro- 


moted? 


Seek the lawful contentment of 


any that are about thee, as thou doſt 
thy own; and be as glad to gratify 


them as thyſelf, ſo far as it is conve- 
nient for them. Hate and ſhun all 
motions of unworthy ſelfiſhneſs : And 
ſee, that others be ſharers with thee 
in thy pleaſant things, and be nor 
content to have them to thyſelf 
I with to have my heart poſſeſſed 
of the love of God firſt and princi- 


7 pally, and as the ſource of love to my 


fellow- creatures; and I would never 


have it out of my mind, how fre- 
223 quently a principle of benevolence 
and philanthropy is inſiſted upon 
throughout the New Teſtament. 
An eſpecial love is undoubtedly due 


D 2 0 
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to thoſe in whom we perceive a re- 

ſemblance of the divine i image ; yet 
dur love, I apprehend, is not to be 
confined to theſe, but to flow freely 
like the refreſhing ſhowers of heaven, 

upon all who come within! its influ- 
ence (9). 

Always mind, odd do the preſent 
duty. Comply with the preſent 
diſpenſation, and make the moſt of 
it. Thy buſineſs is to pleafe God, 
and Grd will provide wy thy com- 
fort. : 
Lay thy heart to reſt in the will 
of God. For there is no other 
reſt * for the ſoul, to be thought 
on. 

I will not be earneſt with God for 
any good but what is included in 
the covenant of grace, I will ex- 
pect no good but according to the 
tenour of that covenant, which is all 
my ſalvation, and all my deſire. 1 


— 
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l am reſolved that pride ſhall not 


ſet me to ſtudy, or preach, or pray, 


or carry me on in any ſervice. If 
thoughts of man's applauſe, ſteal in 
with my honeſt intentions, I will in- 
3 inſtantly caſt them out, as ſoon as 


they be diſcovered, and Iwill watch 
and pray to prevent them. I will 
watch, when I go forth in my ſer- 
vice for God, that pride do not ſend 
me forth: that mens opinion may be 


nothing with me, but that the plea- 


ſing God, and doing good, be my 
whole ſcope. 14 | f 

In performing prayer, I conſider, 
that a due regard to expreſſions for 
mens ſake, that they be affecting and 
not offenſive, is not faulty but neceſ- 
ſary; and therefore muſt be heeded. 
And I think, that my thoughts about 


mens judging nave this good effect, 


that my expre. ſions be not offenſive; 
yet I am jea ous of the mixture of 
8 corruption 
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corruption FAY vanity. I etnies 
endeavour to have my heart ſo filled 


wich the apprehenſion of God's infi- 


nite majeſty, and my infinite con- 
cern in him, that all impertinent 
thoughts may be quite ſwallowed up. 
All deſigning and endeavouring to 
pleaſe men for my own praiſe, 1 da 


at that very time deteſt and abandon; 


yea, at that very time l am ſure, I do 


very little regard either the approba- 


tion and praiſe, or the diſapprobation 
and diſpraiſe of thoſe very perſons, 


about whom my thoughts are apt to 


run out, as aforeſaid. I do my ut- 
moſt to prevent, reſtrain, and ſuppreſs 


all ſuch thoughts; they are a burden 


to me, and I hope that the merciful 
God will not impute them to me, to 
the rejecting of my prayer, or to 


any breach between him and 
me. 


If Goa approve my ſervice, and 
gun 


# fatisfied; though men (whatſoever 
or how manv ſoever they be) ſhould 
deſpiſe and loath it. On the contra- 
ry, if men ſhould never ſo highly ap- 
prove, I can never be ſatis fied if God 
do not accept and vieſs it. This I 
am ſure ot, if | be lure of any thing. 
I diſcern, that by care | have 
brought it to that paſs, that my 
thoughts of others preſent with me in 
prayer, are not with regard to their 
praiſe, which I value not; but to what 
is fit to be done by me in that ſer- 
vice, and to their being affected with 
It. | 

I find I am prone to be anxiouſly 
ſcrupulous : yer | ſhould conſider that 


impertinent thoughts) accompany- 
ing the beſt performances. 

„ NIS. 
J. Harrop, Printer, Alfion« 
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ov me in it, I ſhall be abundantly 


there be inevitable weaknefles (as 
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